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LIFE CHAIN is a time for prayer and repentance. Thousands 
of participants across the United States will stand in witness 
to their commitment to love and protect the unborn and their mothers and to help end abortion in our nation. LIFE 
CHAIN signs deliver the messages that Abortion Kills Children, Adoption is the Loving Option, Abortion Hurts 
Women, Pray to End Abortion and Life—The First Inalienable Right. Signs will be provided. Encourage your pastor 
and faith community to participate in LIFE CHAIN. Join us—rain or shine. For more information, call 814-946-0681 
or visit www.lifechain.net. See page 9 for additional Life Chain locations.

LIFE CHAIN
Sunday, October 6 u 2 - 3 p.m.

17th St. and 9th Ave., Altoona 
(at Station Mall Medical Center)

ABORTION 
KILLS

CHILDREN

PRAY
TO END

ABORTION
ADOPTION:
THE LOVING

OPTION

ABORTION 
HURTS
WOMEN

ABORTION 
KILLS

CHILDREN

LIFE-THE FIRST
INALIENABLE 

RIGHT

ABORTION 
KILLS

CHILDREN



2  BLAIR COUNTY LIFE NEWS F Fall 2013

Thirty-Six Couples Wait for Every One Baby Who is Adopted
By Keith Riler

A recent article asked, “Why do more people choose abortion over adoption?” The author, Kristi Brown, com-
mented: Countless women in the U.S. choose abortion over adoption for their unborn babies every year. When 
I sat in on counseling sessions at a pregnancy center, I learned that women are often very closed to the idea 

of adoption. They either want to keep their baby themselves or get rid of the baby now. Adoption statistics are hard 
to track, since states are not necessarily required to report domestic adoptions. However, the numbers are grim, and 
much of it is owing to abortion.

If true, such a mindset is troubling. How could we be so hostile to life, particularly given that “there are up to 36 
couples waiting for every one baby placed for adoption”?

The data is admittedly sparse, but sufficient. Obtainable statistics indicate that U.S. adoptions generally fall into 
three categories: a) adoptions from U.S. foster care, involving public welfare agencies (37%); b) private adoptions of 
U.S. children (38%); and c) private adoptions from international sources (25%). The percentages shown parenthetically 
represent all 0-to 17-year-old adopted children in the U.S. as of 2007, by source of adoption.

Based on these percentages, annual foster care adoption data, and readily available abortion statistics, we can 
(i) determine if many mothers and fathers really do “feel that killing their children is a better option than choosing 
families for their children” and, if so, (ii) explore why they might feel that way. To do so, all yearly adoptions were 
totaled, with a sub-total for U.S.-sourced adoptions:

 

The table above shows that abortions dwarf adoptions by 11.7 to 1. Even this may understate the abortion/adoption 
disparity, because not all domestic adoptions are of infants, and any adjustment to reduce the adoption denominator 
to infant-only adoptions will further increase the abortion/adoption ratio. For instance, backing out foster care adop-
tions (generally older children) increases the abortion/adoption ratio to 23x.

The recent article and its author are correct. We kill our unwanted kids 12 to 23 timesii more frequently than we save 
them. Why? Why might mothers and fathers believe that permanently rendering unwanted children lifeless is prefer-
able to granting them hope inside a new handpicked family? With its puppies-for-panhandlers 
program, San Francisco is giving unwanted puppies more hope than we give our unwanted 
children. Why not spend the extra several months pregnant and save a life?

U.S. abortions then were compared to U.S.-sourced adoptions to derive an abortion/adoption ratio, as follows (final 
2009 and 2010 abortion statistics are not yet available):

Fiscal Year
Actual Foster 
Care Adop-

tions

Private Adop-
tions (38%)

International 
Adoptions 

(25%)

Domestic 
Subtotal Total

2002 51,000 52,378 34,459 103,378 137,838
2003 50,000 51,351 33,784 101,351 135,135
2004 51,000 52,378 34,459 103,378 137,838
2005 52,000 53,405 35,135 105,405 140,514
2006 51,000 52,378 34,459 103,378 137,838
2007 53,000 54,432 35,811 107,432 143,343
2008 55,000 56,486 37,162 111,486 148,649
2009 57,000 58,541 38,514 115,541 154,054

Fiscal Year U.S. Abortions Domestic Adoption 
Subtotal

Abortion/Adoption 
Ratio

2002 1,269,000 103,378 12.3
2003 1,250,000 101,351 12.3
2004 1,222,100 103,378 11.8
2005 1,206,200 105,405 11.4
2006 1,242,200 103,378 12.0
2007 1,209,600 107,432 11.3
2008 1,212,400 111,486 10.9

Average: 11.7

"The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil, 
but by those who watch them without doing anything." ~ Albert Einstein ~   
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Some readers will reflexively answer “health care.” Though 
ObamaCare has hyperinflated “health care” by creating non-dis-
ease diseases—like sexual activity, pregnancy, and old age—let’s 
consider it. Is there a serious health reason for aborting children 
12-23x more frequently than bearing and placing them in wel-
coming families?

We know women don’t expect to get sick and die from preg-
nancy, and the data support that fact. More importantly, we know 
that abortion is more dangerous to a mother than is pregnancy. 
Studies show that countries banning abortions experience sub-
stantially lower maternal mortality. Examples include Ireland, 
Poland, Malta, and now Chile. On the other hand, countries with 
legalized abortion experience increased maternal mortality. South 
Africa experienced a “fourfold increase in maternal mortality 
since a UK-funded abortion organization set up clinics around 
that country.”

So if not for real health reasons, why? The answer may be as 
simple as frightful ignorance—that many people are scared and just don’t realize that a baby’s heart beats in 22 days, 
hiccups begin 52 days, organs function 8 weeks after conception—in short, that abortion kills a human. Or perhaps 
paganism—worshipping Choice, we kill children; worshipping Moloch, Canaanites and Carthaginians killed children.

Another answer may be found in the wealth of opinion and literature, and even in an anti-adoption movement, 
that are aimed at justifying the decision in therapeutic terms. For example, consider:

Although a birth mother may not be hit with financial costs surrounding her unplanned pregnancy if she chooses 
adoption, there is a generally a profound emotional toll…[M]ost birth mothers [sic] profoundly affected by the loss 
of their children…Most birth mothers mourn the loss of their children throughout their lives and none forget their 
children and move on effortlessly as they may have been assured that they would.

This explanation is made reasonable only by avoiding consideration of the lethal act and actual “profound loss” it 
seeks to justify. Years before Roe v. Wade, C.S. Lewis identified the same sentiment in The Four Loves. Consider Lewis’ 
straight talk, expressed by the character Orual about her sister:iii

We’d rather they were ours and dead than yours…I was my own and Psyche was mine and no one else had any right to her.
Lewis may have been on to something. He presciently identified the therapeutic abortion-over-adoption mindset as 

a disordering of love between family members. It is a love distorted by pride and the false assumption of ownership 
that can be deadly to both the giver and the recipient.”iv

In the case of abortion over adoption, it is a distortion that ignores the child as gift, a separate and dignified human 
being, a source of happiness and a calling. Lewis cautions that it is a disordered love that reduces us all:

“You darken our counsels and your own soul—with these passions.”v

Unlike the to-be-aborted child, Psyche has a voice, and with it, she addresses her would-be terminator:vi

It is like looking into a deep pit. I am not sure whether I like your kind of love better than hatred. Oh, Orual…I begin to think 
I never knew you. Whatever comes after, something that was between us dies here.

Lewis’ fictional characters resolve the disordered love in their midst. Orual sees the error of her ways and elevates 
to a better and self-giving love:vii

Never again will I call you mine; but all there is of me shall be yours…I never wished you well, never had one selfless thought 
of you. I was a craver.

A 12-23x abortion/adoption ratio indicates we too are cravers and disordered lovers, the likely result of our ad-
diction to a selfish and radical autonomy. We should probably expect that abortions will exceed adoptions until our 
possessiveness, pride, and self-orientation are transcended by “gift-love, which seeks the good of the beloved and 
helps the other kinds of love avoid the pitfalls that can turn any of them into a kind of hatred.”viii

Perhaps with some education about the life-affirming benefits (to mother, father and baby) of seeing a pregnancy 
through, parents of unwanted children might log the extra few months and provide their kids with hope in a loving 
and vetted family. If an effective ad campaign can dramatically reduce the incidence of smoking, drunk driving, the 
failure to use seat belts, or obesity, then surely there is an answer that softens the hearts and minds of pregnant women 
when it comes to adoption.

The good news is that the cure for our abortion epidemic already exists, and it is adoption. If, in fact, there are 36 
couples lined up for every adoption, there are 4-5 million couples waiting for babies, a number that is 3-4x greater 
than the 1.2 million babies we annually abort. Imagine the benefits of annually adding another 1.2 million happy and 
productive citizens. These rescued individuals and their children just might solve the demographic challenges of our 
broken entitlement programs.

continued on page 9
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Contact Information
President

President Barack Obama
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500
Opinion Line: 202-456-1111, M-F, 9-5

Fax Number: 202-456-2461
www.whitehouse.gov/contact/

Pennsylvania U.S. Senators
The Honorable Robert P. Casey, Jr.

United States Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-6324; toll free: 866-802-2833

www.casey.senate.gov/contact/

The Honorable Pat Toomey
United States Senate

711 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

202-224-4254; www.toomey.senate.gov/contact

Pennsylvania U.S. Representative (9th District)
The Honorable Bill Shuster
U. S. House of Representatives

1108 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

202-225-2431; www.house.gov/shuster
Blair County Office

310 Penn St., Ste. 200, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
814-696-6318 or 800-854-3035

Governor of Pennsylvania
The Honorable Tom Corbett

225 Main Capitol Bldg., Harrisburg, PA 17120
717-787-2500; www.governor.state.pa.us

Pennsylvania State Senator (District 30)
The Honorable John H. Eichelberger
P. O. Box 203030, Harrisburg, PA 17120

717-787-5490
Hollidaysburg Office

309 Allegheny St., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
814-695-8386; www.senatoreichelberger.com/

Pennsylvania State Representatives (Blair County)
The Honorable Mike Fleck

(District 81-Snyder Twp.-part, Tyrone Bor.-part, Tyrone Twp.-part)
159A East Wing

P.O. Box 202081, Harrisburg, PA 17120
717-787-3335; www.repfleck.com

Tyrone Office
Snyder Township Municipal Building

Tyrone, PA 16686 
814-684-5200

The Honorable John D. McGinnis
(District 79-Allegheny Twp. (part), Altoona, Logan Twp.)

144 Main Capitol Building
P. O.  Box 202079, Harrisburg, PA 17120
717-787-6419; www.johnmcginnis.com

Altoona Office
1331 12th Avenue, Suite 104, Altoona, PA 16601 

814-946-7218

The Honorable Jerry Stern
(District 80-Allegheny Twp. (part), Antis Twp., Bellwood Bor., 

Blair Twp., Catharine Twp., Duncansville Bor., Frankstown Twp., 
Freedom Twp., Greenfield Twp., Hollidaysburg Bor., Huston Twp., 

Juniata Twp., Martinsburg Bor., Newry Bor., North Woodbury Twp., 
Roaring Spring Bor., Snyder Twp. (part), Taylor Twp., Tyrone Bor. 

(part), Tyrone Twp. (part), Williamsburg Bor., Woodbury Twp.
315A Main Capitol Building

P. O. Box 202080, Harrisburg, PA 17120
717-787-9020; www.jerrystern.com

Hollidaysburg Office
324 Allegheny St., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 

814-695-2398

Le gis la t ive  Update

Unborn Babies Won’t Get a 
Waiver Under Obamacare

Obamacare has been in the news a 
lot lately. The Obama Administration 
announced a big waiver for insurance 
companies recently. And many busi-
nesses will be getting waivers from 
the law’s requirements, while ordinary 
citizens won’t. 

You know who else won’t get a 
waiver? Unborn babies. 

Barack Obama repeatedly assured 
Americans that federal funds would 
not be used for abortion in his health 
care bill. Then, before the bill passed 
in March 2010, he promised wavering 
Congressmen that he’d issue an 
executive order to ensure that federal 
funds would not be used for abortion.  

But under Obamacare, every 
federal taxpayer will be helping 
subsidize insurance plans that cover 
elective abortions, even if you live in 
a state that has voted against using 
taxpayer dollars for abortion.         

To add further insult, the law 
strictly limits the right of insurance 
plans in the exchanges to tell con-
sumers whether they will be paying 
for abortion coverage.  

So millions of Americans with 
conscience objections to paying for 
abortion coverage could end up doing 
so without even knowing it.    

Despite all of Obama’s assurances 
that no federal funds would be used 
for abortion and that conscience rights 
would be protected, both have turned 
out to be false.

— National Right to Life Committee, Inc.
August 15, 2013

Obamacare Includes 
Death Panels
By Steven Ertelt 

When Congress debated 
Obamacare, pro-life ad-
vocates and Republicans 

like Sarah Palin were castigated for 
claiming the government-run health 
care program would include death 
panels that would ration health care 
treatment. 

Now, former presidential candi-
date Howard Dean has essentially 
admitted they were right and is calling 
for the repeal of the Independent Pay-
ment Advisory Board (IPAB).  In a Wall 
Street Journal op-ed, he called the IPAB 
“essentially a health-care rationing 
body” that he believes will fail.

“There does have to be control 
of costs in our health-care system. 
However, rate setting—the essential 
mechanism of the IPAB—has a 40-year 
track record of failure,” Dean wrote.

Dean, who is a healthcare industry 
representative as a senior adviser at the 
law and lobbying firm McKenna Long 
& Aldridge, said his experience as 
governor of Vermont turned him off 
to government control of healthcare 
prices.

“What ends up happening in these 
schemes (which many states including 
my home state of Vermont have im-
plemented with virtually no long-term 
effect on costs) is that patients and 
physicians get aggravated because 
bureaucrats in either the private or 
public sector are making medical de-
cisions without knowing the patients,” 
Dean wrote.

“By setting doctor reimbursement 
rates for Medicare and determining 
which procedures and drugs will be 
covered and at what price, the IPAB 
will be able to stop certain treatments 
its members do not favor by simply 
setting rates to levels where no doctor 
or hospital will perform them,” Dean 
added.

“Most important, once again, these 
kinds of schemes do not control costs. 
The medical system simply becomes 
more bureaucratic.”

continued on page 10



Pro-Life Christmas Cards 2013
Your purchase represents support for the pro-life work of the Blair County Chapter of Citizens Concerned for Human 
Life. To place an order or for more information, call Pat (Altoona) 946-0681 or Marge (Duncansville) 696-9304. 

Infant Jesus
This card depicts the Infant Jesus in soft pastels of gold 
and brown; white envelopes included.

Actual size:  41/2” x  61/8” - $7.00 per pkg. of 11
Verse:  As we rejoice

at the birth of the Infant Savior
may our hearts be filled with love
at the wonder of God’s gift of Life.

Blessings to you at Christmas
and all through the year.

Peace on Earth
This is a lovely full-color rendition showing the Holy 
Family. This card has a gold-foil border; white envelopes 
included. 

Actual size:  41/2” x 61/8” - $7.00 per pkg. of 11
Verse:  May the love of the Holy Family

rekindle in our hearts
the comfort of hope
the warmth of peace
and the joy of Life.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas!

Citizens Concerned for Human Life, Blair County Chapter, 2715 Third St., Altoona, PA 16601; blair@centralpaprolife.org

For there is born unto you this day…

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord

© Barton Cotton, Inc. All Rights Reserved

The Wise Still Seek Him
This card features a colorful portrayal of the Three Kings 
following the Star to Bethlehem. The text, star and man-
ger on the front of the card are gold-foil; white envelopes 
included. 

Actual size:  47/8” x 63/4” - $7.00 per pkg. of 11
Verse:  May the blessings of Christmas

be with you today 
and throughout
the New Year.

Madonna and Child
This card features a painting of Mary cradling Infant Jesus 
and is framed with gold-foil embossing; white envelopes 
included. 

Actual size:  47/8” x 63/4” - $7.00 per pkg. of 11
Verse:  So gentle this time of wonder

So holy His moment of birth
So wondrous this Gift of Life

When Love was born on earth.
May the Lord of Life

bless you this Christmas and
throughout the coming year.

NEW CARD THIS YEAR!
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Ancient icon part of prayer vigil 
at LeRoy Carhart’s late-term abortion facility
By Kirsten Andersen

LeRoy Carhart’s late-term 
abortion facility has seen its 
share of protesters, especial-

ly since the death of 29-year-old 
kindergarten teacher Jennifer 
Morbelli. But a new face has been 
seen outside the Germantown, 
Maryland, facility: The Mother 
of Jesus.

This reproduction of the icon of 
Our Lady of Czestochowa, known 
as the “Black Madonna,” arrived 
on American soil recently for the latest leg of a worldwide 
pilgrimage to defend human life, thanks to Human Life 
International. The icon of Our Lady of Czestochowa, is 
an image of the Virgin Mary holding the infant Jesus. 
It is beloved by Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
Christians alike.

At one of its first stops, pro-life activists from the Wash-
ington area carried it on the front lines of a prayer vigil at 
the notorious Carhart facility.

Father Peter West of Human Life international was 
inspired to bring the Black Madonna to the abortion center 
after hearing of the ancient Russian Orthodox tradition of 
carrying icons onto the front lines of important battles.

“It’s easy to forget that the battle against abortion really 
is fundamentally a spiritual battle, so it is fitting that we 
bring the icon of Our Lady of Czestochowa to abortion 
mills and pray for her intercession,” Fr. West said. “The 
Black Madonna has been brought to the front lines of many 
battles, and has the scars to prove it. Just as she has led 
to victory in other battles, she can lead the faithful in the 
battle for life as well.”

According to Christian tradition, the icon was originally 
painted nearly 2,000 years ago by St. Luke the Apostle. 
The original icon is said to have traveled many places and 
survived numerous physical attacks during battles before 
arriving at its final home at the Jasna Gora monastery in 
Czestochowa, Poland.

The icon has already traveled over 40 thousand miles, 
traversed 24 countries, visited 75 cathedrals and 60 Or-
thodox churches in over 400 cities; and been venerated by 
hundreds of thousands of Christians since the campaign 
began in Europe last year.

The icon is scheduled to travel through the U.S. and 
Canada until November 2014, when it will be taken to 
Mexico for the next leg of the pilgrimage.

For more on the history of the Black Madonna, on the 
tradition of pilgrimages with sacred icons (based in the 
Old Testament), and on the Ocean to Ocean Campaign, 
visit www.hli.org/oceantoocean.

—Excerpts from LifeSiteNews.com, August 29, 2013

Pennsylvania is a Leader in Fight 
to Protect Women, Babies

In the past 3 years, 54 abortion centers closed 
in the U.S., 5 in Pennsylvania

By Micaiah Bilger

Five. That’s the number of abortion centers that have 
closed here in Pennsylvania in the past three years.
Our Commonwealth is third among states where 

abortion centers have closed, according to a recent state-
by-state analysis by the Huffington Post. Only Arizona and 
Texas saw more shut their doors.

In the past three years, 54 abortion centers have closed 
or stopped performing abortions, according to the analysis.

The five in Pennsylvania closed because they could not 
or chose not to follow common-sense health and safety 
standards for their patients.

The Kermit Gosnell case here in Philadelphia heightened 
awareness about the rampant, unregulated practices of U.S. 
abortion centers. After discovering the Gosnell atrocities, 
Pennsylvania woke up to the realization that abortion 
centers can’t police themselves. Women were being hurt, 
and babies were being murdered after they were born alive.

Sadly, pro-abortion governors had stopped abortion 
center inspections in Pennsylvania, but Gov. Tom Corbett 
resumed them. Our elected officials took the necessary 
steps to start protecting women and their families from 
abortionists like Gosnell in our state. They passed Act 122.

The Pennsylvania tragedy got other states thinking. 
Were there more abortionists like Gosnell hurting women 
and their families within their borders?

Gosnell and Pennsylvania’s response to him rightly 
prompted action all across the country —states are stepping 
up against the pro-abortion lobby and demanding that 
women and their families be protected.

Now, we have 54 fewer abortion centers. The Huffington 
Post unsurprisingly doesn’t give many details about why 
these centers closed, but we know from other news reports 
that Gosnell was not an anomaly. Through education and 
advocacy, we’re keeping a watchful eye on Pennsylvania 
and making sure our laws are enforced for the sake of 
women’s health and safety.

Sign our petition to Enforce PA Abortion Center Regu-
lations, and call on state officials to enforce Pennsylvania 
laws to protect women and babies from late-term abortion-
ists—“other Gosnells.”See: www.lifelines@paparolife.org.
—Micaiah Bilger is Education Director, PA Pro-Life Federation.

“It seems to me clear as daylight that abortion 
would be a crime.” ~ Gandhi ~

40 Days for Life u September 25 – November 3
40 Days for Life prayer vigil locations in Pennsylvania 

for this campaign are: Allentown, Chester County, Col-
legeville, Greensburg, Hanover, Harrisburg, Lancaster, 
Pittsburgh, Reading and Warminster. The visible, public 
centerpiece of 40 Days for Life is a focused, 40-day, non-
stop, round-the-clock prayer vigil outside a single Planned 
Parenthood center or other abortion facility. It is a peaceful 
and educational presence. Those standing witness during 
this 24-hour-a-day presence send a powerful message about 
the tragic reality of abortion. See www.40daysforlife.com.
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On Really Not Getting It
By George Weigel

In the wake of late-term abortionist Kermit Gosnell’s 
homicide convictions this past May, several state legis-
latures began crafting laws that would protect unborn 

life at earlier stages of gestation while shutting down hor-
ror houses like Gosnell’s Philadelphia “clinic.” Whether 
these laws will stand constitutional scrutiny remains to 
be seen; what is worth noting now is the degree to which 
deeply-entrenched supporters of the unrestricted abortion 
license created by the Supreme Court in 1973 still don’t 
get it—and still continue to muddle the public debate with 
their confusions.

Thus a June 28 editorial in The Washington Post de-
plored the fact that these proposed state statutes would 
“require abortion clinics to meet the same standards as 
surgery centers, like those in hospital wings.” Moreover, 
“doctors who perform abortions would have to have 
admitting privileges at nearby hospitals…The case that 
such standards are needed to protect the health of abortion 
patients…is weak.”

Say what? In many states, abortuaries are not required 
to meet health and safety standards required of the local 
McDonald’s or Wendy’s. After testimony in the Gosnell 
case depicted a foul, cluttered, ghoulish “clinic” in which 
basic sanitary standards were massively violated, how 
can anyone reasonably suggest that the case for protecting 
women by enforcing proper sanitation and safety standards 
for surgical procedures is “weak”? How can anyone rea-
sonably suggest that there is a “weak case” for requiring 
that those who perform those procedures have the minimal 
professional credentials of other surgeons and doctors? 
How can anyone plausibly and conscientiously claim to 
promote “women’s health” by resisting such regulations?

The Post’s obfuscations were of a piece with the deep 
confusions of one of the paper’s regular op-ed writers, Ruth 
Marcus, who, in an April column, described state legis-
lative efforts to hollow out Roe v. Wade’s abortion license 
through state regulation of abortion clinics as “the result 
of a sincere and intense belief—one I do not share—that 
abortion is the taking of a human life.”

Well, one wants to ask, what is it, then?
What, precisely, are those creatures whose spinal cords 

Kermit Gosnell cut with scissors? Why did all of Great 
Britain ask “Is it a baby girl or a baby boy?” when the 
Duchess of Cambridge became pregnant? Why did no 
one ask of the former Kate Middleton and future Queen of 
England, “Is it a male fetus or a female fetus?” Why does a 
widely-used embryology textbook state what every first-
year biology student can see, absent ideological blinders: 
that the product of human conception is a human being 
with a unique genetic identity, capable of self-directed 
development so long as neither nature (in the form of 
miscarriage) nor technology (in the form of abortion, 
chemical or surgical) intrudes?

Ms. Marcus’s confusions do not stop at Embryology 
101, however. After correctly noting that the legal battle for 

unborn human life 
was largely being 
won when the Su-
preme Court pre-
empted the state 
legislative strug-
gle in 1973, Marcus 
noted that, irre-
spective of what 
was happening 
in state capitols, a 
1973 Gallup Poll 
“found 64 percent agreeing ‘that the decision to have 
an abortion should be made solely by a woman and her 
physician.’” And here is another of the canards of Those 
Who Really Don’t Get It.

The abortion decision is most frequently made, not by a 
woman and “her physician,” but by a frightened woman 
talking with a “counselor” in a clinic run by an agency like 
Planned Parenthood, which has a deep financial interest 
in abortion. That frightened woman, who has often been 
abandoned by an irresponsible man, is then remanded to 
an abortion “provider” who is no more “her physician” 
than he or she is “her hairdresser.”

And in light of the Gosnell case, which revealed grotes-
queries like infant feet and hands kept in jars in refriger-
ators, do Ruth Marcus and the Post editorial board really 
think of the Kermit Gosnells of this world as “physicians”? 
Are the Chinese doctors who remove organs from political 
prisoners “physicians”?

Is the abortion license worth this shameful abdication 
of decency and reason?

—On the Square, First Things, August 14, 2013
—George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of Washington’s 
Ethics and Public Policy Center.

“Abortion is not like any other issue: ‘
Abortion is the killing of a child 

in its mother’s womb. It is the most violent 
act designed by man against Almighty God, 
against society at large, against women and 
against children in the womb in particular.’ 
By voting for someone who refuses to act to 
stop abortion, you are implicitly endorsing 

that violence. You are saying you do not care 
enough about the damage done to women 
and the killing of more than [1.2 million] 

unborn children each year to put aside issues 
such as taxes and trade, poverty, 

unemployment and the environment. 
All these issues are important, but they are 

not nearly as important as abortion.”     
~ Jim Hughes, National President Campaign for Life Committee, Canada ~
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We Were Lied To
By Dennis P. McGeehan

I just finished watching a documentary on the History Channel 
about The Fall of the Third Reich. It contained many snippets 
of home movies made by both the Germans and Allies, and the 

video was colorized. Much of the documentary covered material 
I had seen before, but I did learn something new towards the end. 
That new information dealt with the liberation of the Death Camps. 
For the documentary they had scenes from Dachau.

The U.S. forces that liberated Dachau were not prepared to see 
what was there. Hardened soldiers, many with three years of active combat duty were stunned by the carnage. The 
soldier whose film was used in the documentary said they had opened up the Darkest Heart of the War.

The new information I learned was that the Allies forced the German citizens to visit the camps and see with their 
own eyes the atrocities carried out there. The documentary showed the reaction of the German citizens as they were 
confronted with the undeniable truth. Stacks of emaciated and twisted corpses, bodies that were skin stretched over 
bones, placed in ovens like cordwood ready to be burned like refuse. The almost universal reaction of the citizens 
was, “We were lied to.”

Of course this excuse did not fly. The citizens were labeled liars or worse. The citizens were then ordered to bury 
the dead. Scenes in the documentary showed German men and women carrying bodies over their shoulders, in wheel 
barrows and carts to mass graves. Other scenes showed a parade of open coffins being carried through the street. This 
was real horror, not some made-for Hollywood zombie flick.

Watching the documentary, it struck me—the same thing is happening today in the battle over abortion. 40 mil-
lion people died in World War II, half of them civilians. A January 2013 estimate for the total number of abortions 
performed in the United States alone since 1973 is 55,772,015. Since 1980, the number of abortions worldwide is 
estimated at 1.3 billion.

The savagery of the abortion process was recently unveiled by the Gosnell case. The familiar excuse, “We did not 
know,” was heard in many circles. For years graphic pictures of aborted fetuses have been ridiculed as tasteless and 
obscene. I agree, a picture of a mutilated body is obscene, but more obscene is looking away and claiming, “I was lied 
to, I did not know.”

The Holocaust is history, yet some still try to deny it happened. The modern day holocaust is fact, yet some try to 
deny it or excuse it with semantics. Look at the pictures, from WW II or today. That is reality. No honest person can 
claim they do not know the truth. Any adult claiming this is a liar or worse. History is repeating itself only this time 
on much larger scale. 
—Dennis P. McGeehan is a freelance writer and member of the Catholic Writers Guild. Follow his blog at www.warriorsworlddad.com.

Reprinted with permission (c) John Francis Borra, www.veritatisthecartoon.blogspot.com

Dachau crematoriums



 BLAIR COUNTY LIFE NEWS F Fall 2013 9

Bedford Life Chain* - Along Old Route 220/North Richard St., Bedford Elementary School, 2:30-3:30 p.m., Kathy 
Wenger, 814-839-4806. Bedford County CCHL will also be present at Bedford’s Fall Foliage celebration during the 
first two weekends of October, on the corner of Richard and Penn Sts., in front of St. Thomas Catholic Church. 

Cambria-Somerset Life Chains - Rt. 219 at Carroll St., Carrolltown, 1:30-3:00 p.m., Joanne Link, 814-344-8371.
   Broad St. at St. Columba, Johnstown, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Heidi Bence, 814-536-7335.

Centre Life Chain - 900 West College Ave., State College, 2:00-3:00 p.m., Susan Rogacs, 814-238-9590.

Clearfield Life Chain - Liberty Blvd. at DuBois Ave., Dubois, 2:30-4:00 p.m., Paul Boboige, 814-371-4276.
Mifflin-Juniata Life Chain  - Market St., in front of “Old” Court House, Lewistown, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Frank Cunning-
ham, 717-667-9334. 

*All Life Chains are on Sunday, October 6. See www.lifechain.net for more information.

The End of an Era 
Birthright of Altoona

For over 40 years, Birthright of Altoona (originally 
known as Birthright of Blair County) has served 
the needs of women in crisis pregnancies from 
Altoona and the surrounding areas. 

The original location of Birthright’s office was in the 
Penn Alto Hotel in the early 1970s. It became a local 
chapter after Mary Lou Healy discussed the need for an 
alternative to abortion (after the Roe v. Wade decision) with 
a number of people from Citizens Concerned for Human 
Life, including Rosemarie Weinzeral. 

Mary Lou read about Birthright International, started by 
Louise Summerhill, in 1968, in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
Louise, a busy housewife and mother of seven children, 
felt something should be done to help women through 
an unplanned pregnancy. From her humble beginnings—
she started with a one-room office and only $300 in the 
bank—the world’s first international crisis pregnancy 
service was born.

Mary Lou Healy, Jeanne Hensler, Maryann Dietrick, 
Mary (Tim) Sheedy, Monica Gimo and Nancy Rhodes 
began the first Birthright chapter in Altoona in the Penn 
Alto Hotel. Their vision was great because for the next 
40 years, women with crisis pregnancies in Altoona and 
surrounding areas, found non-judgmental support, free 
pregnancy testing (through the generosity of Mercy Hos-
pital, Bon Secours, and then Altoona Regional Hospital), 
confidential help, friendship, emotional support, med-
ical referrals, legal referrals, referrals to social agencies, 
adoption referrals (through the help of Catholic Charities)
maternity and baby clothes, information on pregnancy and 
childbirth information. 

As Tim Sheedy said, “sometimes they needed baby 
clothes, sometimes they needed a crib and sometimes they 
just needed someone to talk to.”

Services included a 24/7 hotline with trained volun-
teers to help Birthright’s clients. All of the services were 
free and available to any woman regardless of age, race, 
creed, economic or marital status.

The volunteers at Birthright continued after the orginal 
staff. Their friends followed: Rosemarie Fochler, Rita San-
gorgi and Geraldine Pontzer.

In the 1980s, the chapter moved to 2706  7th Avenue, 
Altoona, where it now stands. Mrs. Kathy Ansman ob-
tained this location through the efforts of Sr. Ann Trezniak, 
from Mercy Hospital, who agreed that Birthright was an 
important aid to the community.

Under Kathy Ansman’s leadership, Birthright continued 
to grow with the help of her volunteer staff including:  
Mary Gunn, Beth Burger, Nancy Williams (Treasurer), 
Cheryl Bolger, Jane Ann Nader, Linda Wineland, Patty 
Colella and Shirley Shannon.

In 1985, and for the next 28 years, Birthright continued 
under the leadership of Mrs. Mary Kowalski (mother of 
eight) and was supported by volunteers:  Pat Forr (Sec-
retary/Treasurer), Marian Maser, Jean Karnes, Ramona 
Young, Larry and Nancy McCaulley (Larry worked on 
repairs), Gerri Rose, Ruth Conley, Joanne Chuff, Karen 
Rhoa, Kate Prescott, Alberta (Peach) Maschue and Christina 
and Andre McCarville (Andre worked on repairs). The 
volunteers took care of 350 or more calls a year.

A number of circumstances began to change during 
the late 1990s and since the year 2000. The staff of volun-
teers decreased due to family commitments. Most of the 
potential volunteers were now working full-time, having 
very little time for volunteer work. With the unfortunate 
arrival of the morning-after pill and the home pregnancy 
test, the number of clients coming in for a pregnancy test 
decreased considerably and, unfortunately, those thinking 
of abortion now often turn to the morning-after pill instead 
of coming in to talk. The building in which we are located 
has deteriorated and will probably be sold and perhaps 
demolished.

Our staff and board members have prayed about our 
situation and feel it is in our best interests to phase out 
by the end of this year and encourage our clients to seek 
help from Precious Life, Birthright of Johnstown and/or 
St. Vincent dePaul Thrift Store.

We wish to thank everyone who has been involved 
since the early 1970s and find it would be impossible to 
list all of our donors, that list having grown so much over 
the past 40 years. Much of that generosity has been in the 
form of material goods for our clients and their babies.

All is not lost! Our staff and our friends are committed 
to praying for our clients and their babies. The spirit of 
Birthright will continue forever.

Mary Kowalski, Director and Pat Forr, Secretary/Treasurer

  Regional CCHL Chapter News
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Dean writes that in order to have a secure future, the country has to move 
away from fee-for-service medicine, “which is all about incentives to spend 
more, and has no incentives in the system to keep patients healthy. The IPAB 
has no possibility of helping to solve this major problem and will almost 
certainly make the system more bureaucratic and therefore drive up admin-
istrative costs.”

The IPAB was labeled a “death panel” by Republicans in the run-up to the 
2010 midterm elections; among its most prominent critics was former Alaska 
Gov. Sarah Palin.

On the campaign trail last year, Rep. Paul Ryan, the GOP’s vice presidential 
nominee, said that with the board, Mr. Obama “puts a board of 15 unelected, 
unaccountable bureaucrats in charge of Medicare, who are required to cut 
Medicare in ways that will lead to denied care for current seniors.”

PolitiFact rated the claim “mostly false,” but Mr. Dean has provided some 
high-profile bipartisan opposition to the board.

“The IPAB will cause frustration to providers and patients alike, and it will 
fail to control costs. When, and if, the atmosphere on Capitol Hill improves 
and leadership becomes interested again in addressing real problems instead 
of posturing, getting rid of the IPAB is something Democrats and Republicans 
ought to agree on.” Dean wrote.

—LifeNews.com, July 29, 2013 

Obamacare includes death panels
continued from page 4

Notes:
iAdoption USA: A Chartbook Based on the 2007 National Survey of Adoptive Parents.
iiOn a related note, Planned Parenthood is a disproportionate contributor to the abortion/adoption ratio. 

We know that Planned Parenthood aborts 391x for every adoption referral. We also know that Planned 
Parenthood accounts for 25%-30% of all U.S. abortions. Without Planned Parenthood, the nationwide 
abortion/adoption ratio would fall at least 30% to at most 8.1x, from 11.7x.

iiiC.S. Lewis, The Four Loves, pp 290-291.
ivNancy Enright, CS Lewis’ Till We Have Faces and the Transformation of Love, Logos, Fall 2011, 

Volume 14:4, p 109.
vIbid, p 108.
viIbid, p 92.
viiIbid, p 113.
viiiIbid, p 107.

Keith Riler is a financial analyst who has been a director of private and public companies. Under 
this pen-name he is an occasional writer for the daily internet publication The American Thinker, 
Faith Magazine, Texas Right to Life and LifeNews. Originally published at American Thinker.

  —LifeNews.com, July 9, 2012

Adoption
continued from page 3

“Now, a new medical hegemony is arising, one that proclaims the 
right to declare which of us have lives worth living and are therefore 
worth treating medically, and which of us do not…Unless people 
object strongly…to this duty to die…and legislatures take active 
steps to intervene, this new and deadly game of ‘Doctor Knows 
Best’ will be coming soon to a hospital near you.”    ~ Wesley Smith ~

And the winners are…

Our thanks to those who took the 
time to get pledges and to bowl in 
CCHL’s first Bowling for LIFE event 
on July 19 at Holiday Bowl in Altoona! 
As we received several gift cards from 
generous local merchants, we were 
also able to award prizes in some 
categories to second place winners.
The following are the winners and 
their prizes.

Men’s High Game
Doug Bradley - $10 Martin’s gift card 

Men’s High Series
Doug Bradley - $25 Hoss’s gift card

Women’s High Game
Maureen Levri - $10 Martin’s gift card

Women’s High Series
Maureen Levri - $25 Hoss’s gift card

Children’s High Game
Joe Levri - Papa John’s Pizza certificate

Children’s High Series (tie)
Joe Levri – Sweet Frog certificate 

Lucas McGeary – Pizza Hut certificate

2nd-Place 
Men’s High Game & High Series
Paul Head - $10 Martin’s gift card

2nd-Place 
Women’s High Game & High Series 
Marita Forr - $10 Martin’s gift card

2nd-Place 
Children’s High Series

Jack Compton - Pizza Hut certificate

Most pledges were collected by 
Jack and Vivienne Compton; they 
accepted a Steve O’s Pizza certificate 
in appreciation. 

Many thanks to the Altoona com-
munity merchants who graciously 
donated gift cards for prizes!

Come Hear Lila Rose this October! 
Don't miss your chance to hear young pro-life activist 

Lila Rose in Pittsburgh. She will be the keynote speaker 
at the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation 2013 Celebrate 
Life Banquet, on Tuesday, October 29, at the Four Points 
by Sheraton Pittsburgh North, Mars, PA. To reserve your 
seats for the banquet or to sponsor a table, call 717-541-0034 
or visit www.paprolife.org. Seating is limited, so please 
register now. 
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A Tale of Two Good Men
Chet Kowalski and John Murray were about two 

decades apart in age. Each got married relatively young 
and each had large families. Chet had eight children and 
John had seven.

Both men were hard working and led by example. Both 
had authentic faith—not only did they practice their faith 
regularly, but they also lived it out in their daily lives as well.

These men set an example for their children in the 
manner in which they loved their wives.

Each had their priorities:  God, family and country.  Chet 
and John were the backbone of their individual parishes—
involved not only with the maintenance and upkeep of 
their churches, but more importantly, with the spiritual 
life of the parishes.

Chet served daily Mass, did the readings and discussed 
issues with his pastor. John led a  St. Joseph’s  men’s group, 
coached sports teams and took his children to Eucharistic 
Adoration and was a Eucharistic Minister. Both were active 
in the pro-life movement. Approximately twenty years 
ago, there were bomb threats and extremely cold weather 
that limited attendance at the annual March for Life. Chet 
and John were there.

When John lived in Altoona—he, like Chet, would 
help with our pro-life activities. John had been involved 
in Operation Rescue before he came to Altoona and was 
willing to do whatever he could to help the babies. Chet 
became vice-president of Blair County Citizens Concerned 
for Human Life, was a delegate to the Pro-Life Federation 
and did whatever needed to be done to advance the cause 

of life: judging local pro-life oratory contests and writing 
letters to the editor if the occasion demanded it.

Both men were physically strong and fearless in the 
face of opposition. Their wives not only participated in 
their pro-life activities, but also were loving companions 
in rearing their large families in the faith.

John died six weeks ago at the age of 56, leaving his 
lovely wife, Dianne, and children ranging from college 
graduates to grade-school students. Chet died a month 
later at the age of 74, leaving his wife, Mary, of 50 years, 
and his adult children and 15 grandchildren with one more 
to arrive momentarily.
   I will miss each of them as they would be counted on 
to help defend life. While I know their families will miss 
them greatly, I feel certain that God the Father thanked 
them for what they did while with us. Sincerely,

From the President’s Desk

Blair County Chapter, Citizens Concerned for Human Life, Inc. Membership Form
Blair County CCHL believes that human life has value in all stages of development from conception until natural 
death, and is committed to speaking on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves — the unborn, the aged, the 
incapacitated. Won’t you please help in our struggle to preserve respect for human life? A contribution brings you 
the newsletter as well as educational materials and special mailings.

 ______ Annual Membership $ 10.00 ______ Other
 ______ Student/Senior Member  $   5.00   

Name___________________________________________________________Phone________________________________
Address_________________________________________________City___________________________Zip____________
Please complete this form  and return with your donation to: Blair County Chapter, CCHL, 2715 Third St., Altoona 
PA 16601. For more information, call 814-946-0681. Sorry, donations are not tax-deductible.

R. Thomas Forr, Jr., President
Blair County Chapter, Citizens Concerned for Human Life

Blair County Life News
Blair County Chapter
Citizens Concerned for Human Life, Inc.
Fall 2013; Vol. 5, No. 4 
President & Publisher: R. Thomas Forr, Jr.

Secretary/Editor: Marge Bradley; Treasurer: Gail Nevitt 
Legislative/Political Education Director: Beth Britz
Citizens Concerned for Human Life, Inc. is a non-profit, non-partisan, non-
denominational organization dedicated to educating and upholding the truth 
about abortion, infanticide, euthanasia and embryonic stem cell research. 
CCHL is composed of chapters made up of persons of all ages, sexes, races and 
cultural backgrounds. CCHL, Inc. is an affiliate of the PA Pro-Life Federation 
and the National Right to Life Committee. Donations are not tax-deductible.
2715 Third St., Altoona, PA 16601; phone: 814-946-0681
email: blair@centralpaprolife.org
website: www.blaircountyprolife.com

Crisis Hotline Numbers
If you, or someone you know, is experiencing a crisis 

pregnancy, help is available. Call Precious Life, Inc., 1716 
12th Ave., Altoona, 814-944-2669; or Every Life Matters 
(ELM), 221 Hospital Dr., Ste. 3, Tyrone, 814-650-7899.
For post-abortion counseling, contact Project Rachel, 
814-884-8000; www. ProjectRachel@dioceseaj.org; or 
Rachel’s Vineyard, 877 HOPE 4 ME (877-467-3463), www.
rachelsvineyard.org/. Family Life, Diocese of Altoona/
Johnstown, offers pastoral guidance, call 814-886-5551; 
email: familylife@dioceseaj.org.

Citizens Concerned for Human Life Needs YOU!
Please support the Blair County Chapter of CCHL in its 

pro-life efforts. Our existence as a pro-life organization in 
this community is dependent on your support. Thank you!

PS: Our condolences also to the family of Dot Ritchey 
who passed away recently. We are grateful for all she did 
for the pro-life cause: she participated in Life Chain, the 
March for Life, and in her parish, despite her physical 
disabilities. May she rest in peace. 
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Come to a
BOOK and BAKE 

SALE!

SAVE and DONATE YOUR USED BOOKS!
For book drop-off locations, to volunteer for book or bake sale (help wanted!) 

or for more information, please call Marge, 696-9304.

Friday and Saturday 
October 11 and 12

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.  

Sunday (Bag Day $5) 
October 13
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Bake Sale - Friday only 
(as long as baked goods are available!)

St. Patrick School Gym, 704 Patrick Lane, Newry

To benefit Blair County Chapter, Citizens Concerned for Human Life


